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LE RGV 


OF THE 


| Church of England. 


R Gentlen men, 


HERE are none of your Fellew:Comntiymen; whob 1255 
any Senſe of Religion, or Regard'to Things Sacred, bur 
have an Ambition to have their Senti ments, and 42}. 
bs approved of by you ; and meſt of us think we have acquitted 
ſelves well, if we can obtain a'good CharaRter of our En- 
Nvourt to ſerve God, and our Country, From the general 
nſent of your Order. Us on this Account, the 1 Mr: 
ele, who writeth daily, and after having Publiſhed the 

oughts of himſelf, and k Friends, for the ſpace of ſeveral 
arts, now republiſhes the Acts of Parliament of this Na- 
„ be addreſſed himſelf to you, in hopes of gaining your 
{ Opinion of hu Writings, If you give him Encourage- 
e, he may in a ſhort Time, make bold to Dedicate your 
Sermons to you, ds a very ingenious Perſon of ha Ace- 


oy. 13 did a Play, to the Author. of it, if ſuch an une- 


is! Parallel may be allowed upon this Occaſion. He did in- 


- 4, tell the Gentlemen, he would be ſurprized at it, 4s 
| certainly would be, ſhould the other Caſe happen to jou , in. 
A 


2 "the 


the... Criſis. \ > 


- but that I am conſcialis that ] entertain & juſt a Deferen 


Church, before the Face of Men, and Angels. 


to make it the Object of the Contempt of a Wiſe Man, and 
the Eren of none but s very Vain one. 5 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


the mean Time, you are to be ſatuſied with the Dedication l 


Bur I bumbly conceive, that Mr, Steele has no more ui 
Conſent to thy Addreſs of his, than I have to mine; nor inf” 
deed, ſhould I have ventured at ſo Publick an Appeal to 901 


as that Author, not only to your Power and Influence, by 
#be$acred Authority by which you act, and by which you 
ſervedly have gained that Influence. To you, therefore, I ded 
cate theſe x . — deſiring . you to obſerve, that my Reſpel 
X & inviolable to you, & hu, but then it proceeds on anoth 
Foundation, be ſeeming. to be afraid, or to ſuſpe& yo 
Power, and the Conſequences it may have upon the Nation 
I being firmly perſuaded that you have no ill Deſigns in tl 
Exerciſe of it, and believing that as yau underſtand your Daß 
better than your Inſtruftor, ſo you will give us ( as you 
have done) ſuch Inftances of it, as ſhall convince all Ration 
Men, that you have a juſt Care and Concern for the Eſtabliſ 
ed Church, and its Members; your ſeveral Flocks, of whil 
you are to give an Account to the Inſtitutor, and Head of 'th 
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. TT think it improper to detain you with a particular Accou 
M my own Deſerts towards you, as your Dedication-Writ 


ways 
has done, nor will I ſo much as bribe your Fudgment with 


e as 


 Dsſcovery of my Name, being not at all concerned for tiigmplici 


| Popularity which he affecti, and which a Man had better Praiſes 
without, than have ſo dependant upon the Merit of others, Is - 1s 
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E MAR K 8 
| uPON THE 

CRISIS 


E have been a long time in Expectation of 
this Work; The Favourers of the Author 
2 loudly in its Commendation be- 
| | fore it appear'd in Publick, a ſort of previ- 
ar Acc  ' ous Compliment, that ſome Gentlemen 
n- Wriqlways pay to the Writings of their Friends, when they 
t with ire as yet in Embrio, and which is follow'd by as an 
ed for thggmplicit Fondneſs as ſoon as they ſee the Light. Theſe 
d better Praiſes are as neceſſary Supports to a teeming Author, 
others, Is it is to tell a breeding Woman ſhe looks well, and pre- 
lan, aniſſend to propheſie ſtrange things concerning her future 
9 Offspring. Such Arts as theſe have enabled our ſage 
Politician to __ forth his Wiſdom, and when he had 
gone his Time, he thought the Female World the pro- 
pereſt Inſtruments of Midwifry, and was delivered by 
3 he Subſcription of the Ladies, ERIN 
COM Before I enter upon examining the curious Strokes in 
he Cri/is, I muſt obſerve that the whole Subject of the 
Bool is only an Account of what was known before by 
every Man of Senſe and common Learning in the Na- 
$1on, and that the Author's repeating the Words of our 
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Deat his 


elf from 


85 


plain the Senſe of the Legiſlature, and tho? he may ha vt 
iven the true Meaning of them, yet it is a Preſumpti 
him to attempt it. But E/quire Steele is now a Mem- 
and, we 3 in order to qualify himſelf fot 
Speech-making, he is now reading the Statutes backwards 
ind it being his Cuſtom to be very Communicative e 
Kis Learning, he has thought fit ta inform the World 
that he bas read as far as the Nvalut ion, and becaul: 
they ſhall be as wiſe as himſelf,” has obliged them, fo 
the Price of one Shilling, with all the Acts relating u 
the Succeſſion. Bui every-Thing, ſays an 01d Philoſopher, 
Whom be uſed to quote formerly, Id £0 Handles; andh a 


F N — r Py 
sn rene F 1 
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7 J 
Writer's Zeal is froceel 


1gdoms 
Gentle 


- the Mercenary is at leaſt covered 
f Modeſty, but here the Trumpet is 


reſumed to give ſuch Leſſons as he 
He conjures them in the moſt ſolemn 


rey Zea) fin their IF 
tled by ing and Diſcourſes to their Fellow-SubjeRAs., Woul | nota 
an imagine by this Stile, that he was a Biſhop giving 
Naa Charge to his Clergy, or rather a Metrepol 1 
his Authority to all the ſubordinate Pa Is of the 
wVEChurob? Or could he have aſſumed a Power ſuperior 
to that he now takes upon him in any Capacity or Sta- 
Ition whatſoever ? The Clergy then muſt take their Mea- 
fol8fure of acting from this Patirical Comedian, they mult 
(Wards direct the Powers of their Eloquence as the SPringy 2 
this Fancy Work, the Argument of their Diſcourſes 
Smuſt turn upon the Subjects he preſcribes, and 17 
Fe. ie be quoted as a Part of Canonical Divinity in the 
alpit; Great and Comprehenſive Genius ! Nur ex- 


ring un tend it ſelf ro all Ordets of Nen, that plants Nurſeries 
ſopher fort growing Nit, regulates the Oteonomy of Families, 
* ani and tales hing into thEPupilioge of anUniverſal Guer- 


; 


thought fit tõ impoſe on the Clergy; and I ſhall in: 


it had forthe 


1 685855 | 
| 1. certain Perſon, whom Mr. Steele quotes in hifleute at 
raface. Btw, of which I r thehprevai 
Tranſcriber neyer.faw'the Original, infiſted onee upon} They 
the ſane Topick, and was for confining the DiſcourſeGreatn 
of che Clergy to ſuch Subjects as He thought agreeable toYgmbibe 
is Notions of Chriſtianity, and with great Modeſty ſaid, perten 
bat they ſhould be taught what Doerines to preach, - © From : 

I have deſired a Friend of mine, who is for the ſame Ou 
reſtraining Principle, to favour me with a Catalogue ofWackw, 
the Points which this Conſiſtory of Church-Directors vertec 
Date ( 
Parts 
Juen 


ort time lay them before that venerable Body, after 
the modern Faſhion, with my own Comments upon them 
One Subſect, which has given the Cauſe of moſt OfYwhoſ 
Fence, I can collect from our Author, which is, thaYEnqu 
unwary Men, in Holy Orders, who have made the Conſti. the 
Fution of, their own C 4 very little Part of their Study, more 
| have yet made Obedience and Government the frequent SubjetY 
of their erf I do not perceive that theſe Men are 
eſs furniſhed with the Knowledge of our Conſtitution youn 
than Mr. Steele ; but ſuppoſe them never ſo ignorant, Fry of 
they have ſtill all the Reaſon in the World, from the Iwher 
Obligations of their Duty, to recommend and enforce mon- 
an Obedience to Governours in general, to their Audience, che R 
At the time when theſe Diſcourſes were moſt frequent, Mhe 1 
it was expected from them by their Hearers, and no fa- draw 
fer Method to prevent Commotions, could have been Fall O 
"taken, than that general Conſent which appeared almoſiFpeal 
in the whole Order, of ſticking cloſe to the Soripturi Hiſto 
Doctrine of Obedience. This was not to enflame their {draw 
Minds, but regulate their Conduct, and a happy Effect tion, 
curity of the Nation. If the Oppoſern H 
of theſe Doctrines were really innocent of am ill Deſign: 
» 8 the Conſtitution, as he would intimate; they took 
ſuch a Liberty of Action and Expreſſion, as no Men 


unde 
leaſt | 


ol Senſe would have done, who deſigned to have per - 
ſuaded People of their Innocence. But to — Kr 


Stele is not content with his Charge, but 


, Mr, be 
muſt ven- #9 
ture, 


\ P ; * 


- 


n 
ce of theſe Opiniom which 


es in hiitute at a Reaſon for the Sour 
ſure theſptevailed among the Clegg. 
es upon Theſe Men, ſays he, from the pompois Tded's ef Imiperia 
ſcourſecGreatneſs, and Submiſſion to abſolute Emperors, which they 
eable tolsmbibed in their earlier Tears, have from Time to Time inud- 
ſty ſaid, wertently uttered Notions of Power, and Obedience, abhorvent 
3 5 rom the Laws of this their Native Country, © 
he ſame Our Senator imagines that every Body reads Books 
logue ofWackwards like himſelf, and goes no farther in this in- 
irectors, verted Method ot Study than one particular Favorite 
hall in: Date of the Conſtitution, and believe all the preceeding 
y, after Parts of the Hiſtory inſignificant, ' and of no Conſe- 
MN them quence. I would fain know, why thoſe Gentlemen, 
noſt Of whoſe Buſineſs and Inclinations lead them into theſe 
is, that Enquiries, ſhould not form their Notions and Ideas of 
be Conſti. the Power and Figure thoſe Nations enjoyed from other 
ir Stud more celebrated Aras in their Story. Mr. Hobbs, who 
t SubjetFunderſtood human Nature, and the Method of Study at 
Men are leaſt as well as Mr. Steele, gives a better Reaſon why the 
ſtitution younger Part of our Gentlemen were fond of other ve- 
gnorant ry oppoſite Not ions of Government. He thinks that 
om the when they ſaw what a glorious Figure the Grecian Com- 
enforce mon- wealths, and the mixed Models of Power among 
udience, che Romans before alldevolved upon one Man, made in 
requent, the Eye of the known World, that they were inſenſibly 
d no fa- drawn from admiring, to imitating, and preferred upon 
ve been Fall Occaſions the Republican Scheme to any other. I ap- 
d almoſiFpeal to any one who is converſant with any Part of our 
Soriptur Hiſtory, which Opinion is moſt probable ; Mr. Hobbs 
me theit draws one Conſequence from the manner of our Educa- 
Y Effect tion, Mr. Steele another; Utrs creditis Quirites ? 5 
)ppoſer; # He has asked leave to take Notice to his Patrons of the 


Deſign: two foregoing Paſſages, and now he begins to grow upon 
1ey took them, as if they had conſented to all he ſays, and wil 
no Men ale the farther Liberty to ſay ſomething more. He may 
ave per. Make what Liberty he pleaſes, at leaſt he vil; he has 
ed, r. been acting under ſo many Titles of an imaginary Di- 
uſt ven · 


genonſbap, that the Ideas of his Imperial Greatneſs remain fo 
cure | ftrong 


— — 
10 


mus wiſe; that was prudenit, and ſometimes noble, excellent, 
Full of Spirit, and Refentment; It is a great Happineſs 
mideed that the publick Records of the Tranſaction 
of the Nation are ſo full, clear and expreſſive, and ati 
the ſame time ſo plain, that when the proper time of our 
Gentlemens aha <= them does come, they greatly need 

not che A ſſiſtance of a Commentator, and thoſe Explana- 
tions ſonie may want are not to be borrowed: from Co- Mat 
enn, Nemo. hiters, and the Pemy Oracle of * Q 

1075 whop; 


- I 


. < — — 


(i 
aveſted ho Tall themſelves the fine Gentlemen of the Town) 


Object However the Univerſities, it is to be hoped, will ac- 
— nowledge the kind Inſtructions of their Reformer, 


— che and if any publick-ſpirited Perſons ſhall think it proper 
„If ro found a Lecture for the reading of 48. of Parliament; 


| hey i do him the Honour of electing him the firſt 
Profeſſor. | | 
Noe if any one intended to form a juſt Idea of our 


: Prefe. Conſtitution, the ſeveral Alterations, Improvements, 
er, this Diminutions of Power in the Branches of it, and would 
n. Compare it with the moſt ancient Plan, it is certain his 
is Wri- Way to complete ſuch aDefign would be to trace down- 
nce toFrard from the Original, and lay the greateſt Streſs up- 
much pn thoſe. Determinations which proceed from a cool, 


temperate and regular Decrees, and not lay the Founda- 
Zion of the Conſtitution upon Acts of Neceſſity, extreme 
Exigencies, and ſuch Convulfions of State, which tho 
pf Safety to the hole, yet may weaken many Parts of 


Lo- the Government, I hope my Adverſary will nor fay I 
ſe De- Im attaking the Revo/utzon, to which Egal aſſent, up- 


r, that in as good Moti ves in my Opinion as he he does; 
but had What I mean, is, that he propoſes a defeQive, partial 
Scheme, to examine the Excellency of our Government 
Sy; and that we can never attain a full and proper Nos 
; — of its Nature, by theſe Means only, which he pros 
1 es. 9 2 | ' 5 8 $24 by 
In the next Place, be tels the Clergy that they know 
Nature and Obligations of Out he much better tbas he, 

yet he talks to them in as imperious a Manner, and 
Tatechiſes them with ſuch an Air of Superiority, as if 
(; Fey did not know. what an Oath was. He kere takes 
Opportunity to ſhow: his Talent at Declomation heap- 
g together a Parcel of Interrogatory Sentences; har 
Triumphe Nhat an Occaſion? What could u objel# ? 

Bs it he was playing a Prize of Elo e with-a young 
der, rather than talking! ſerio a Sudeck, 
v. Mat deſery che Prerenſi. 


y upon 
es all our Concerns, Nothing bur 


s to ſuch an-Emorion of Spiriv ; fuck 2 Teen ef 
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Teal, could indeed have raiſed him to ſuch a Pitch, as 
to fling out the following dark Sentence. li 
Men MAY do in the higheſt Proſperity, what 
it would not be excuſable to attempt under the low- Ras 
4 eſt Neceſſity. : f TE | * f 1 
Tbe Laws ef our Country, the Powers of the Le- G 
„ giflative,the Faith of Nations, and the Honour of God, Wi 
may be too weak Conſiderations to bear up againſt ſt 
„ the popular CRY OF THE CHURCH: 
* 'This fatal Prepoſſeſſion, may ſhelter Men in raiſing 
the French Name, and Roman Catholic Intereſt in 
by CAT AT BRITAIN, and conſequently in all i 
% . Europe,”  * - ned of | 3 
Mr. Steele would be angry with his Reader, if he 
ſhould pretend not to underſtand the Perſons he points Peop 
at in his Deſcription of Men in Proſperity, and thoſe that Iggy uf 
may raiſe the French Name. This is one of the fouleſt the C 
Ignſinuations that ever was caſt upon the Miniſtiy; and the tor, 
Author of it ought to be very well aflured of theProbabi- Zence 1 
lity of his Fact, or nothing can protect him from they II 
ſevereſt Cenſure of the Laws. It is the meaneſt Artifice this 1 
| | a Man of Probity can be guilty of, (and ſuch would he ; ©. 


—— — * 


appear) to wound the Reputation of Men of Chara - be 
ters, by putting of Caſes, and May-bee*s, to ſuppoſe that F* bu 
they may uſe their Power to the vileſt, and moſt diſho- pr. 
nourable Ends; the Deſtruction of their Religion, and 
their Country. He is well acquainted with the Cun. 


| an 

| ning of his Interpreters, who can eaſily pick out the . M 
| peak ire of the r when the Author . K in 
| it quite out, they can raiſe Suppoſition intoDi 6 © 

tion, and know how to conſtrue — Mood, and Tenſeby3©* C 
Another, more Poſitive and Declarative. They who cal. G 
ſuch oblique Inſinuations are the moſt unlikely to heal” w 
Diviſiens, and whatever ſpecious Pretences of Sinceri . in 

ty ſex may aſſume, they can never perſwade us they an . nc 
earneſt. I ſhould rather call them, as Mr, {Hooker, dos 

the Seed-Men of Rebellion, who diſguiſe and cover in % C 
Need what they ſow, but chooſe their Ground with — m 
8 | ary. 
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and what Conjectures he may raiſe upon their future De- 
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Artifice * 
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vith ſuch 


Care 


Iriſh to their Advantage. 1% 787 
After this Mr. Steele is at Liberty to offer his Advice 
as he pleaſes, to deſire what Obedience is due to G- 
vernours, what Reſpect to Men empowered by theit 
God, and their Sovereign; but he will hardly be be- 


4 \ 


7 I | 6 
dare, that they know where it will grow up, and flow 


* * 


ie ved to maintain ſuch a Buty to them, as is conſi- 
tent with the Notions of Probity, and the Precepes of 
briſtianity. All that I can ſee is the Aim, is how far a 
Man may accuſe them, without incurring- the Puniſh- 
ent of the Laws; what Licence he may uſe, in. refle- 
ing upon the Integrity of their paſt . Adminiſtration; 


ſigns, ſo as to make their preſent Actions odious to the 


People. But ſince he inſiſts ſo very much to the Cler- 


gy upon their Duty, I beg Leave to lay before them 
the Opinion of a much greater. Man than their Dedica- 
tor, upon the Subject of their Preaching, on the Obedi- 


ence to the Government. 3 


, Tho Archbiſhop of York has told them their Duty in 
= Pont. '._- :- © - | 
* It does not follow, ſays that Great, and Good Prelate, 
* becauſe we are not medling in STATE AFFAIRS, 
* but that we are all bound, as we have Occaſion, to 
* preach up LOYALTY, and OBEDIENCE to our 
* Governours, for this is no STATE-AFFAIR; but 


an AFFAIR of the GOSPEL. We cannot inſtruct 


e Men in Chriſt's Religion, without inſtruing them 
In this. ö | 

. © If indeed it was an indifferent Thing to a Man's 
* Chriſtianity, or to his Salvation, whether he was a 


3 GOOD, oraBAD Subject; then indeed it 
&* would be as indifferent to a Preacher, whether he 


* me on theſe Things to the People, but it is 
not 10. 3 

One great Branch of Chriſtian Holineſs, as it is de- 

s clared in the New Teſtament, is, that every Man de- 


mean himſelf quictly and pegceably, and obediendy 
an 


Ik the Kin has one Part of the 


ö of 15 
« 46 che 3 lives under: and that not only 4 ape 
« for Wrath, or Fear of Puniſhment, but alſo for CON. . y t 
þs. SCIENCE-SAKE, and this is made as. neceſſary a 6 of n 
Condition of going to Heaven, as any other particu- 
# lar Vinwe ie And therefore, if we will iaftrwet f Th 
i. Men in Chris Religion, and in the indiſpenſable . 
14 Points of Holineſs required thereby, we muſt inſtruct \ Qin 
+ them in this * oa Fe 
„ Ine great VI C E, and damnable Sin, that the N 
Religion of our Lord has cautioned againſt, is the Sin 
's of FaRtiouſneſs, and Rebellion; and therefore, if it 
& be our Duty to declare Ar, ry inſt bs Sins, and Vices, 
that ate contrary to Chri anity, it is our ny to 
49 declare and cautien againſt thivalſo. . : 
This excellent Paſſage will have- rome? Weight 
with this venerable Body, than any Thing Mr. Steele 
can offer to the contrary. I could eafily confront his 
Quotations, in the Preface to his Book, with Men equal- : 
ly Great, and equally Studious of the Nature of Go- 
2 t. It is indeed ſurprizing, that he ſhould 
e out a Paſſage from Mr. Stanhope, and Grotius, in 
Defence of Reſiſtance, and apply it to aur . 
3 true, wherein it is utterly falſe, The Paflage is, 
me Power, 


4 and the other Part is in the Senate, or le; when 
4+ ſuch a King ſhall invade that Part wh 1% not be- 
#6. long to him, icſhall be lawful to oppoſe @ juſt Force L,- 
£5 to him, becauſe his Power does not eds 85 far. 
Now what is the Meaning of this? But what our 
Laws 9 deny, a Coercive Power over the Nerſen of the 
Frinse. r. Steele has read as far in 1 Seatute- 
Book, as the Rel gn of King Charles II may meer þ. 
With an —— Record, 1 the Senſe of = whole 15 


tian upon this; Subject. The Subſtance of it he May {ce 


is as follows, ; 
Dee Thar by the undeubted, and Fundamental how 
nor both rogether in Parliamant, 


Fa neither che Peers of 7 his R 
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* nor out of Parliament, Collectively, or Repr̃eſentativẽ- 


- — — * 


& 1y, nor any other Perſons whatſoever, had, hath, or 
„ ought to have anyCoercive Power over the Perſons 

of the KINGS of thisRealm,  — | 
| T8 Statute ſtands unrepealed, and is conſequently as 
good Law, as any he has mentioned; and if theſe are to 
de the Meaſures of Obedience, and our Rule, both in 


Acting and Speaking, concerning the Power of our So- 
rereigns, Mr. Steele is deſired to reconcile this Act 


Parliament, with the Notion he adopts from Grotius, of 


I ſhall not inſiſt much upon any other Parts of his 
rifis ; I think his Encomium upon Liberty very Good, 
is Paxegyrick, upon the Duke of N juſt and 
proper, and would ſcorn te diſſent from him in any 
hing Ou 2 Eat b — 1 of 2 ” wha 
Nation; and hope we ſhall alwayy haye a tender Regard - 
or the Charms of the one, and a due Senſe of the Me- 
its of the other. At the ſame time he uſes an unlicen- 
ed Freedem, in attempting to blaft the Credit of our 
late Tranſactions; he plainly accuſes the Managers of 
dur National Concerns; at leaſt of letting {lip an Op- 
portunity of diminiſhing the Power of France, and 
Popery,. He has diſcevered more Pretenders to the 
rown of Great-Britain, than moſt People amongſt us 
ver heard of ; he has called that Part of his Country- 
en a Faction, whom his Sovereign is pleaſed to think 
yell of, and advance. 5 
Again, I muſf own, that he talks with a Spirit of 
onour, and ſometimes with a good Notion of Religi- 
on; but Icannot ſee why we mighs not as well have had 
all this Parcel'd out in Penwyworths in the Engliſh-Man, 
to have our Expectations raiſed to ſuch a Degree, for 
Detail of Acts of Parliament. There is one natural 
dbſervation, which many People have made upon the 
ook, that one Part of it plainly contradicts the other. 
« in ſo places he endeavours to prove it impoſibles 
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